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They built the altar first.

Without the massive walls needed for
protection, the Jews labored on the foundation.



The Jews recognized that their protection
comes from God on their altar and not from
their walls.

The altar we build in our lives is the place
where we should start everything.



Altars represent moments where people
express their devotion, thanksgiving, or seek
forgiveness from God.



Altars are used for

sacrifices, symbolizing atonement for sin and
thanksgiving.

It shows surrender and

submission, acknowledging God’s power and
goodness.

They are symbols of

God's promises and human commitment.



Altars mark places

of divine revelation, where God reveals
Himself to His people. These are sacred
spaces that recall God’s intervention.

Building an altar

is a way to dedicate a moment or place to
God. It symbolizes the setting apart of
something as holy.



Altars also represent fellowship, where people
seek God's presence.

God honors altars when they are built with the
right heart and purpose.

He accepts sacrifices offered on altars,
showing His forgiveness and blessing.

God reveals Himself at altars, manifesting His
presence.



Altars are built in repentance.

These are moments where God's mercy is shown in
response to sincere acts of devotion.

When the Jews were done with building the altar,

the wall would begin.

To protect themselves, and simultaneously work on
the wall, the laborers on the wall would work in
bricks, mortar and stone with one hand and with
the other they would hold a spear.
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The people had worked
wholeheartedly on the
temple and the wall.

While the wall was being built by dedicated,
faithful people who loved God and Nehemiah,
the people were being swallowed up by debt..



The wall was their life.

Nehemiah had emphasized that there was
nothing more important than doing this work for
the Lord God of Israel.

Nehemiah responded…

The people were in
overwhelming debt.





The wealthy became wealthier and the
middle-class became a destitute class.

They were proven guilty of not alleviating the
people’s situation.

They saw the need but instead of helping,
they took advantage of their weakness.







They didn’t just feel bad about what they had
done, they actually took action to remedy what
they had done.

As believers and as a church, we are encouraged
to become a shoulder to the weary.

As believers and as a church we should get
ourselves into the work of God.

As different members or parts of the Body of
Christ, we should be able to know our calling and
the gifts God has given us.
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What kind of attitude are we showing in the eyes
of everyone?

When the Jews worked on the altar first before
building the wall, it symbolizes working on the
very center of our lives before anything else.

Our heart is the center of our being. Our hearts
need to be built first, before we can proceed
with the walls.



Our relationship with God should be built first
before we can repair the walls of our lives.

Walls symbolize
and

But when our hearts are not right, we cannot
assure protection, we cannot set right boundaries,
we cannot separate from evil and there will be no
God to be your strength.





I. Integrity

Nehemiah revealed that the empire had been
paying him for his work as governor of Jerusalem
but told them that he had not accepted any
compensation that he didn’t have to.

Integrity comes from another English word

‘integer’ which means a whole number.



Integrity means that you are a WHOLE
PERSON.

You live by ONE SET OF principles.

A man with integrity is:

 the same person at work.

 the same person at church.

 the same person with friends.

Integrity touches every part of our lives.





Nehemiah cared enough to get angry about the
mistreatment of the average person.

When Jesus the Christ lost his cool in the temple
the week of his crucifixion and overturned the
money changers tables and drove out the people
who were selling pigeons for sacrifices.



They were taking advantage of the poor using
the temple premise.

Nehemiah was completely committed to his
commission to build the wall but he wouldn’t
use the urgency of the commission to dilute his
compassion for people.



Nehemiah took personal responsibility for the
plight of those who were treated unjustly.

Admitting our wrongs may not completely fix a
problem in our family, at our work, in our home,
with our friends, or in the church, but it always
starts with ME, and YOU.



Humility is accepting our personal responsibility
for the success and failure of the Lord’s work.

It is accepting the responsibility for our own
shortcomings, confessing them to God, and
receiving His forgiveness.

Then changing our ways to bring about what
God wants in our lives.





Everything he did was based on two
things:

 His Love for God.

 His Love for his neighbor. (in this case
the people who worked for him)



But we have a Greater Nehemiah, who did not
only show compassion, integrity and humility, but
was even willing to go the second mile, and that is
to give His life for the lost.

That is perfect love.

He loved the Father perfectly and He loved us
perfectly.

He took our broken altar in His death and rebuilt it
through His resurrection.



Before we can build the church, we should BE
THE CHURCH.

Building our lives first is always the first step.

The altar of our lives should be constructed
and let it start a fire to burn our incense. Our
lives should be the first sacrifice on that altar.



Let us become a people of integrity, compassion
and humility. Let us not live a double-standard
life. Let us stop living in lies and deceit.

Let us stop thinking evil against one another. God
has thought well about you.

Let us be compassionate. Always believe that
God has blessed you so that you are able to see
others in need.

And let us walk in humility. God hates the proud
but gives grace to the humble.



When all these seems difficult, let us go back to
the first step.

Build an ALTAR or REBUILD YOUR BROKEN
ALTAR.

Your broken altar can be rebuilt because Jesus
was broken on the cross and rose again to
rebuild what was broken.




